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BLUE - Exploding Battery Incident
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Statement: Be cautious when choosing batteries.

Discussion: Lithium batteries are used daily in our work activities from flashlights, cell phones, cameras,
laptop computers, etc. A recent incident at ORNL involved a SureFire G2 Nitrolon flashlight containing
one SureFire 3-volt non-rechargeable 123 lithium battery and one Interstate 3-volt non-rechargeable 123
lithium battery. A Garage Mechanic had the SureFire flashlight in his shirt pocket with the lens facing up
when the flashlight spontaneously combusted and vented inside the flashlight. The energy force venting
inside the sealed flashlight body resulted in both ends of the flashlight being propelled from the body of
the flashlight, splitting the bottom seam of the employee’s shirt pocket. The employee received only minor
abrasions to his upper chest not requiring treatment.
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